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Dear Member, 
 
Welcome to the August/September Newsletter. 
 
For those of you that didn’t make it to our last meeting on 
21st September, it has been decided to produce the 
newsletter bi-monthly from now on, due partly to my 
other commitments, and the amount of content I receive 
from other members. 
 
Our competition is still running and has been extended. Why not take a 
look and win yourself something? See page 4 for details. 
 
Lastly, can I draw your attention to our branch AGM on 10th October? It 
will be held at Coopers near Stone Cross. Full details can be found in 
the enclosed Agenda. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
 
 
Toby Field 
Branch Secretary 
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
The branch newsletter is designed to cater for members at a local
level. If you would like to contribute any content to the newsletter,
then you are more than welcome. Deadlines are set in advance so
you know how long you have to get content ready for a particular
issue. Upcoming deadlines are listed below. 

 

October/November Issue - Friday 12th November 2004 

December/January Issue - Friday 14th January 2005 

February/March Issue  - Friday 11th March 2005 

 

We prefer content, including images, to be in electronic format, but
a hard copy can be sent to our postal address below. Scanned
images should have a resolution of 300dpi for acceptable clarity. 

Branch address: 78 Foxglove Road, Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN23 8BX - Email: info@eastsussexsaab.co.uk  

BRANCH CONTACTS: 
 
Chairman: 
Mike Hope 
Tel: 07715001249 
chairman@eastsussexsaab.co.uk   
 
Secretary: 
Toby Field 
Tel: 01323 767068 
secretary@eastsussexsaab.co.uk  
 
Treasurer: 
Richard Dickins 
Tel: 01825 766566 
treasurer@eastsussexsaab.co.uk   

mailto:chairman@eastsussexsaab.co.uk
mailto:secretary@eastsussexsaab.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@eastsussexsaab.co.uk
mailto:info@eastsussexsaab.co.uk
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FOR SALE 

V4 engine and gearbox, plus Haynes 
manual. They have been stored for about 7 
years. The engine was a Saab re-con and 
did about 20k before the car died through 
tin worm attack. Located in Bognor. No 
reasonable offer refused. Call Jeff on 
01243 583243. 

FOR SALE 

SAAB 9-3 Aero, Black, 3dr, 1 Owner, Full 
Service History, Leather Interior, Climate 
Control, 67,000 Miles, £6,495. Tel: 01737 
736448 (work) or 07801 045616 (mobile) 
and ask for Ben. 

If you would like to submit a for sale / wanted advert in this newsletter, please email, write or telephone
us. Contact details are on Page 1. 

FOR SALE / WANTED 

Dealer Listing 
 
MAIN DEALERS 
 
Ballamys Shoreham Ltd 
120 High Street 
Shoreham-by-Sea 
West Sussex 
BN43 5DB 
Tel: 01273 452456 
www.ballamyssaab.co.uk  
  
Turners Hill Garage Ltd 
Turners Hill 
Crawley 
West Sussex 
RH10 4NP 
Tel: 01342 716322 
www.saab.uk.com  
 

INDEPENDENTS 
 
Bourne Motors 
1-2 Cornfield Lane 
Eastbourne 
East Sussex 
BN21 4NE 
Tel: 01323 727011 
www.bournemotorssussex.co.uk
 
Mann Woodland 
2 St. Johns Road 
Hove 
East Sussex 
BN3 2FB 
Tel: 01273 771807 
www.mannwoodland.com  
 
SAAB FLIGHT 
Mill Lane Garage 
Mill Lane 
Hellingly 
Hailsham 
East Sussex 
BN27 4HD 
Tel: 01323 449908 
www.saabflight.co.uk  
 
SAABTECH 
11 Harold Mews 
St. Leonards on Sea 
East Sussex 
TN38 0EA 
Tel: 01424 439391 
www.saabtech.co.uk  

AUGUST MEETING REPORT 
 
Date: 10th August 2004 (Tuesday) 
Venue: Branch Treasurer’s House, Uckfield 
Time: 7.30pm-10pm 
 
Our August meeting was the Branch's first BBQ (or
SaaBQ), held at the Treasurer's house in Uckfield. 
 
The evening was very pleasant, after the constant rain of
the few days previously. 
 
Thanks go to several people who contributed to the event: 
 

• Richard (Treasurer) and Bryony for supplying the
venue, food, drink, range of desserts and amusing
signs. 

• Rob, for not only allowing us to use his BBQ, but also
for cooking all the food to perfection. Best wishes also
to Rob who has recently got married and is enjoying
his newly married life on their honeymoon as you read
this!  

• Toby for bringing the prize and extra chairs.  
• John Parr for winning the prize by bringing some of his

very interesting selection of Saab memorabilia.  
• Rowan & Penny at SES for the display cabinet and

products.  
 
There was much lively discussion while we all tucked into
the variety of food on offer, including congratulations to
Branch Secretary Toby on his appointment as I.T. Director
of the Saab Owner's Club. Toby is currently working
feverishly to update the SOC Website. 
 
Interestingly, although the invite stated that members could
bring their own alcoholic drinks, none chose to do so,
reinforcing the 'Don't drink and drive' message among our
members. 
 
The meeting provided plenty to laugh at, such as the high
pressure turbo-selling of the products by Richard, the
cereal packet strut-brace discussion and, for the first time
in Branch history, Toby arrived with a Saab, although it was
only 3 inches long! 
 
Other topics discussed included the fact that the East
Sussex Branch of the Saab Owner's Club will be having it's
AGM at the October meeting, as we will have been
operating for a year, thanks again to Toby and Mike for
starting it all at the Blackboys Inn last October. 
 
The whole evening was a rip-roaring success - thanks to all
that came! 

 

http://www.ballamyssaab.co.uk/
http://www.saab.uk.com/
http://www.bournemotorssussex.co.uk/
http://www.mannwoodland.com/
http://www.saabflight.co.uk/
http://www.saabtech.co.uk/


FUTURE MEETING DATES 
 
East Sussex Saab Annual General Meeting 

Date: 10th October 2004 (Sunday) 
Venue: Coopers, Stone Cross 
Time: 1pm-3pm 

Details: The first AGM of East Sussex 
Saab is to be held on Sunday 10th 
October. Sunday meetings are usually 
reserved for family days and this will be no 
exception. Once the formalities of the 
AGM have been dealt with, the meeting 
turn back into our traditional family event. 

Full details of the AGM can be found in the 
attached agenda. 

Date: 9th November 2004 (Tuesday) 
Venue: Social Club, Crowborough 
Time: 7.30pm-10pm (8pm start) 

Details: Our November meeting will be held 
at the Social Club in Crowborough. 

From 9pm, there will be the opportunity to 
take part in a quiz in teams of about four. It’s 
only £1 per person to enter and the money 
goes back to the winning team! 

Address: 
Crowborough & District Social Club 
Croft Road 
Crowborough 
East Sussex TN6 1DL 

Telephone:  01892 654856 

If you would like to attend either of the meetings above, could you please confirm your 
attendance by telephone, email or in writing? Contact details are on Page 1. 

 

 

As you may have heard, there have been some recent developments regarding Ballamys of 
Shoreham, and them no longer being a Saab Main Dealer. Below is a letter that some 
customers have received from Ballamys, regarding their future business operations. 

Dear Customer, 

We are writing to you as a valued customer of Ballamys (Shoreham) Ltd to inform you that the 
company has been taken over by Saltdean Garage Limited. 

The new company will be trading as Ballamy's and will still specialise in new and used Saab sales.
We would like to reassure all existing Saab customers that they will continue to receive the same high 
level of service that they have become accustomed to. We will be remaining a Saab Authorised 
Service and Repair Centre and will continue to fulfil all your Service and Parts requirement and any 
Warranty issues that you may have. The After Sales Team of Saab trained Service and Parts 
Technicians will remain unchanged. Simon Hunt will continue as After Sales Director, Roy as Service 
Director and Peter as Parts Manager. 

We are also pleased to announce that alongside the Saab facility we will be operating a Skoda 
Dealership offering full Sales and After Sales facilities. Wayne Orton has been appointed Sales 
Manager and he and his Sales Team will be offering you an extensive range of New and Used Cars. 
We have enclosed our opening special offer leaflet and we have an extensive range of Skoda 
Demonstrators, so if you have never driven a Skoda now's the time to experience their superb range 
including the new Skoda Octavia. 

If you have any questions with regards to this announcement please do not hesitate to call Simon, 
Roy, Peter or Wayne and I look forward to personally welcoming you to the dealership. 

Nick Dray 
Managing Director 

Saltdean Garage Limited t/a Ballamy's 
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November Meeting Map

 

LATEST NEWS

October Meeting Map

 

 

LATEST NEWS 
Take your hat off to 

Saab's soft-top 

THERE are cars with 
detachable hard tops, 
removable soft tops and even 
cabrios with slick electronic 
wizardry. Then there's the 
Saab 93 Convertible. 
When it comes to your 
traditional fabric hood, the 
stylish Swede takes some 
matching, and it's largely due to 
attention to detail. 
Sitting inside with the top up 
you need to do a double take to 
make sure it is, in fact, a 
convertible, so carefully crafted 
and flush-fitting is the hood. 
No clips, no press-studs, no 
draughts - just a beautifully 
insulated roof that's colour 
matched to the upholstery and 
that takes 20 seconds at the 
flick of a switch to raise or 
lower. 
The rear windscreen is glass 
and heated, so there are no 
problems with visibility and 
there's even an integrated rain 
gutter sewn into the side of the 
fabric roof to prevent dripping 
onto the seat when the door is 
opened. 
Saab has a proud tradition of 
cabrios and, if you haven't 
already guessed, this latest 
model - launched last autumn -
is their best yet. 
And one of the principal 
reasons is because of its
interior styling. A criticism of 
Saabs in the past has been a 
rather dour cabin, something 
that has thankfully been 
consigned to history. 
The tested 2.0T Aero model is 
the range-topper and with good 
reason. Hop inside and you 
instantly feel at home in the
large leather seats while 
surrounded by soft-touch 
plastics and alloy-effect door 
slats, openers and gearstick 
surround. 
Convertibles aren't noted for 
storage capacity but at least 
there's a lockable glovebox, 
central stowage area plus 
another smaller lidded 
oddments box.  

Continued on p4 
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WIN AUTOGLYM PRODUCTS 
Autoglym have been synonymous with high
quality car care and vehicle valeting products
since they were founded in 1965. 

Today, more than 20 motor manufacturers have
give Autoglym products their official seal of
approval including Jaguar, Aston Martin,
Mercedes-Benz and many more. Their products
also have the Royal seal of approval from the
Queen and the Prince of Wales. 

We have a Body Care pack ‘up 
for grabs’ worth £10 consisting 
of a bottle of Bodywork 
Shampoo Conditioner and a 
bottle of Super Resin Polish. 
These are amongst Autoglym’s 
best selling products. All you 
have to do is answer this 
simple question: 

Q. In what year was Autoglym founded? 

Name:.............................................  

Address: .........................................  

.......................................................  

.......................................................  

.......................................................  

Post Code:......................................  

SOC Member No: ...........................  

Email: .............................................  

Answer: ..........................................  

Simply post the form to: Saab
Competitions, East Sussex Saab, 78
Foxglove Road, Eastbourne, BN23 8BX
or email your details with your answer to
competitions@eastsussexsaab.co.uk. 

Please note: This competition is open to
members only. Photocopies will be
accepted. Closing Date for all entries is
12th November 2004. 

COMPETITION

SEPTEMBER MEETING REPORT 
 
Date: 10th August 2004 (Tuesday) 
Venue: Branch Treasurer’s House, Uckfield 
Time: 7.30pm-10pm  
 
Our September meeting was held at our regular venue, the Horseshoe Inn. 
 
As the evenings are getting darker even earlier, we didn't have a chance to chat outside and
look at the cars. We had a respectable turnout of 14, only one being a non-member. 
 
After chatting for half an hour our so amongst ourselves, we sat down to deal with topics such as
future meetings and the AGM. 
 
As we hadn't decided on a venue for our AGM, this was a priority. A few suggestions were
raised, but as the meeting is to be held on a Sunday, when we normally have our family
meetings, the venue had to be family friendly. 
 
Members wanted to thank Richard and Bryony for organising and hosting the last meeting which
was in the form of a BBQ at Richard's house. The meeting was a great success and hopefully
the first on many to come (details on page 2). 
 
Toby, Branch Secretary, brought up the issue regarding newsletters. Because of other
commitments, and also because of lack of input from other members, it was decided that the
Branch Newsletter would be published bi-monthly from now on. The newsletter would stay in its
tradition 4-page magazine style layout, and would be produced the week following every 2nd
meeting. 
 
The conversation moved on to many different subjects, the most notable of which was
insurance. Many of us made comparisons and observations about the insurance companies we
used, but there seemed to be no correlation between what people were paying. A good
suggestion was made regarding the creation of an insurance guide. People could submit details
of offers or services that insurance companies make, that are beneficial to all members, i.e.
companies that don't charge extra for performance modifications. 
 
It was also noted that our branch is now famous across the world. A Saab owner in Australia
contacted the branch via email regarding a discussion we had at one of our meetings earlier in
the year. He wanted to know if we had found out any more regarding the fabrication of strut
braces on the 9000. He didn't want to import one into Australia because of the high costs, and
was in a position to fabricate his own.  Any advances on this, will be published at a later date. 
 
It was nice to see our branch had been featured in the latest issue of Driver, the SOC magazine.
They published the article about our visit to the Lydden Festival in Kent. It was a full-page article
with colour photos. This was seen to be a great boost to the profile of the branch. Future
meetings reports will also be sent if they prove to be of interest to the club as a whole. 

LATEST NEWS 
Continued from p3 

Neat touches include a
handbrake that's flush with the
flowing lines of the central unit
and an ignition key that fits into
a slot at the base of the
gearstick housing area. 
The 93 Convertible range
offers an all-aluminium two-litre
turbocharged engine config-
ured for 150, 175 or 210bhp,
the latter of which features in
the Aero. 

Allied in this model to a new
six-speed manual transmission,
it's a car with effortless power
along with the dynamics to
make it feel more like a sports
saloon than a cabrio. In fact the
rear axle takes part in the
steering and adds stability
under hard braking. 

Of course there's always a
downside and in this case it's
that common gripe over rear
space. Should the front seats
need to be slid well back then
it's torture for those in rear. 

Otherwise this is a four seater,
four season soft-top of
compelling appeal and the
added comfort of advanced
safety systems that have
gained the range a five-star
rating in the Euro-NCAP tests. 

 

Fast facts 
Saab 9-3 Conv 2.0T Aero 

Price: £28,895 

Mechanical: 
210bhp, 1,998cc, 4cyl petrol 
engine driving front wheels via 
6spd manual gearbox 

Max speed: 143mph 

0-62mph: 7.7secs 

Combined mpg: 31 

Insurance group: 17 

CO2 emissions: 218g/km 

Warranty: 
3yrs/ 60,000 miles; 
6yrs anti-rust 

 

 

mailto:competitions@eastsussexsaab.co.uk


 
 
 

Annual General Meeting 2004 

 
Date:  10th October 2004 
Time:  1pm – 3pm 
Venue:  Coopers, Hailsham Road, Stone Cross, Pevensey, BN24 5BU 
Telephone:  01323 763212 
 
The Annual General Meeting of East Sussex Saab will be held at Coopers. This is a family
friendly venue, with an indoor and outdoor play area. Food is available for anyone that wants to
have lunch. Coopers is situated on the B2104, midway between Hailsham and Eastbourne, 1/2
mile north of Stone Cross. 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

1. Election of Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer 
 
 

2. Accounts 
 
 

3. Meeting Attendance Fees 
 
 

4. Future Meeting Dates 
 
 

5. Future Branch Excursions 
 
 

6. Any Other Business 
 
 
 
 
Toby Field 
Branch Secretary 
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